CHAPTER I

be allowed to keep what he earned from the H6tel
de Ville, obtained his request, and joyfully told
the painter of it the next day.

The old castle of Vincennes re-echoed with
unaccustomed liveliness; in the rooms formerly
belonging to Anne of Austria the Regent assembled
the Councillors of State, inquired into urgent
business and forced himself to solve the most
intricate problems. Louis XV occupied the Pavilion
du Roi, refurnished on his account, while a huge
retinue was lodged with the owner.

In the course of the year 1716 all established
bodies came to congratulate the king; from May
onwards there was an endless stream, the Grand
Council, the French Academy, the Parliament of
Burgundy, the Parliament and Council of Finance
of Brittany, the aldermen of Toulouse, the papal
legate, Baron de Sparre the Swedish ambassador,
all came to pay him homage.

M. Martial De Pradel de Lamase, from whom
I am borrowing these details, is emphatic about
the strict ceremonial of each reception; he describes
the first Regency Council held on 2.8th September,
when the Duke of Orleans was met by the Count
of Toulouse, the Duke of Maine, The Duke of
Noailles, Saint-Simon, the Marshalls de Villars,
d'Harcourt, d'Huxelles, the Duke d'Antin and the
Secretaries of State Phelypaux, d'Estrees, Pont-
chartin and La Vrilliere,